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The New York Art Residency and Studios (NARS) Foundation is delighted to announce the opening of Re-Tracing the Land, a 

group exhibition curated by Allison Young,  winner of the 2014 NARS Emerging Curator Program Open Call. 
 

Space has been shaped and molded from historical and natural elements, but this has been a political process. Space is political 

and ideological. It is a product literally filled with ideologies.      - Henri Lefebvre 

  

Re-Tracing the Land features artworks that seek to reveal the interrelationships between landscape, historical 

memory, and social experience. By evoking the act of tracing – to conjure the Latin root of geography: ‘earth writing’ 

– artistic meaning may be found in the Derridian implications of presence and absence, the act of demarcation and 

tracing borders, or the specters of past histories and traces of memory that inhabit charged spaces.  Each artist re-

presents landscape using a range of media from photography and collage to video and sound. 

 

The exhibition reflects on the impact of Edward Soja’s and Henri Lefebvre’s writings on social space, which introduced 

into the ‘hard’ science of geography the possibility that space can be culturally or politically produced.  In so doing, their 

work gave voice to the “personal meaning and symbolic content of ‘mental maps’ and landscape imagery” that express 

our relationships to the environments in which we live and act, proposing that both are shaped by one another and are 

continually in flux.   

 

Included artworks by Stephanie Dinkins, Aikaterini Gegisian, Soraya Marcano, Viviane Rombaldi Seppey, 

and Jared Thorne are each rooted in diverse geographic and discursive sites.  Engaging formally with the aesthetic and 

conceptual possibilities of screens, overlays, borders, and transparency, each artist adds instability and nuance to notions 

of ownership and belonging, imbuing these concepts with personal significance and affect. Their works present 

landscapes that are both real and imagined, and allow the viewer to move between historic and contemporary narrative 

spaces. As Soja asserts, “life stories” and ideologies have their own spatial geographies. Re-Tracing the Land hopes 

to reveal the implications and poetics of these trajectories. 

- Allison Young 
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Gallery Hours: Monday-Friday: 12-5pm and by appointment 
 

The New York Art Residency and Studios (NARS) Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit arts organization committed to supporting artists 

and curators on an international level as well as engaging the local community in Brooklyn and the Greater New York area. NARS provides 

an array of creative support services and professional development opportunities for emerging and mid-career artists through short-term 

integrated residency programs, affordable long-term studio spaces, progressive exhibition programs, and engaging public programs. These 

services operate in conjunction with our education and community outreach initiatives. Our mission is to present diverse platforms on which 

to nurture creative inspiration and innovative cross-pollination of ideas. 
 

For further information, please contact us at www.narsfoundation.org / info@narsfoundation.org / 718-768-2765. 
 
 
 

 

 

NARS programs are made possible in part through the generous support from Con Edison and with public funds from the New 

York State Council on the Arts, administrated by the Brooklyn Arts Council. 

http://www.narsfoundation.org/

